AP CYCLE ONE PROJECT
Congratulations.  You are taking AP government during Cycle I, II and III for this academic year.  As college bound seniors, we will achieve credit for ‘introductory political science’ by earning a high mark on our AP exam in May.  In preparation for our class exams and the culminating AP exam, we will write essay number one together and then you will CHOOSE to write essay number or 2A or 2B choose.  Two essays are due from each student.  Again, you will choose either 2A or 2B.  Unlike class exams, you will be able to use your notes and other outside sources to answer the questions.  YOU MUST BE VERY CLEAR AND SPECIFIC AS YOU ADRESS THESE TASKS.  Some guidelines to help you:

· Use specific details, information (Quotations) in your answers

· Be sure that you answer EVERY aspect of the task

· CLEARLY address the task with a clear topic sentence

· Submit an outline as the last page of your paper 

· Follow the format of Intro, supporting paragraphs and conclusion

Each question has many specific tasks that require you to address different aspects of the topic.  Make sure that you are addressing them all CLEARLY.  Also, the questions will follow the three units we will be studying this semester so be prepared to submit them shortly after the Unit is finished (dates will be provided).  As always, common-sense rules of writing apply:

· Typed, 12 sized Times New Roman font

· 1 inch margins, 1 inch margins, 1 inch margins

· 2 pages, double-spaced (Not one page or one page and a half)

· LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE PENALIZED
· Indent your paragraphs

· Cite at least one outside source and use at least one quotation
· Consult bibliography format at E.R. Murrow website or Mr.  Mills’ webpage

	Introduction
	Supporting Paragraphs
	Conclusion

	· Attention Grabber

· Background 

· THESIS
	· Topic Sentence
· Clearly address 

a task
· DETAILS, SPECIFIC

· Relate to THESIS
 
	· Summarize topics

· Restate THESIS
· Truth today/
Application


REMEMBER YOU WILL COMPLETE THE FIRST ONE AND THEN YOU WILL CHOOSE 2A or 2B!
Question #1: FOUNDATIONS





Due: _____________________________
1. In The Federalist paper number 10, James Madison expressed concern over the possibility that both majority and minority factions would have too much power over government, and he presented ways of minimizing that danger. The United States Constitution established a democratic government but also contained several provisions that limited majority rule. Throughout the next two centuries, the role of majority rule in the United States government and politics continued to change.

(a) Identify the part of the national government that was originally most closely tied to citizens

       and explain how it was tied to citizens.

(b) Explain two ways the United States Constitution limited majority rule.

(c) Choose two of the following twentieth-century developments and explain how each moved

       the United States from a less democratic system to a more democratic system.

• Primary elections

• The Seventeenth Amendment

• Expansion of suffrage

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Question #2a: INTEREST GROUPS / POLITICAL PARTIES

Due: _______________________________
1. While interest groups and political parties each play a significant role in the US political system, they differ in their fundamental goals.

(a) Identify the fundamental goal of interest groups in the political process

(b) Identify the fundamental goal of major political parties in the political process

(c) Describe two different ways by which interest groups support the fundamental goal of political parties in the political process.

(d) For one of the forms of support you described in (c), explain 2 different ways in which that form of support helps INTEREST GROUPS to achieve fundamental goal in the political process.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Question #2b: Elections 





Due: _______________________________
In the United States political system, there are several linkage institutions that can connect citizens to government. Elections constitute one such institution. Because of low voter turnout, elections represent an imperfect method of linking citizens to their government. Even when there is low voter turnout, however, other linkage institutions can connect citizens to government.

(a) Describe how each of the following is related to the likelihood of voting.

• Age

• Education

(b) Identify one current government electoral requirement that decreases voter turnout. Explain how it decreases

voter turnout.

(c) Identify one linkage institution other than elections and explain two ways it connects citizens to government.
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