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	Text book homework 
is assigned to provide background and backbone for our understanding of Government topics.  They are to be completed and handed in on the day it is due.  Late work only be accepted with a note from your parent.  Always include your name, band and the homework number on the top right corner of each sheet.  Each questions response should be longer than half a page written on college-ruled paper.  Therefore, no homework should be less than 2 page or more than 4 pages.   Be concise with your answers and gather all information before writing.  
	Newspaper assignments 

are a supplement to your textbook and are designed to make connections from the text to government today.  The actual article should be ‘cut’ or ‘cut and pasted’ from the internet and attached to your written evaluation and application of the article to text and or class discussion.  THE SHOULD BE DONE NEATLY.  A written response should relate the article to the ideas of the reading.

Suggestions:

http://mistermills.weebly.com/links.html
    www.nytimes.com/pages/politics/index.html

    www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/politics
    www.realclearpolitics.com 

    www.politco.com


	Reading assignments 

are provided to deeper insight and analysis of common themes and trends in government.  These assignments will lead the entire class discussion for all or most of the band they are due.  You are to arrive to class with the article(s) and be prepared to discuss them.  You will take detailed notes on 5-10 important ideas that relate to the question that accompanies the reading.  You should include quotations and page numbers with interesting ideas or facts to contribute to a discussion with your peers.  We will analyze the readings and relate them to current events and trends in American Government.  Each student will be required to make at least one comment about each reading.


#1  Interest Groups: Explaining, Birth, Kinds, Incentives 223-231

1. Why interest groups so prevalent in the United States? 6 reason

2. Why do Americans join interest groups?  

3. Explain the role of PAC’s in the political process.

#2  Interest Groups: Movements, Funds, Bias, 231-237

1. Explain 3 “social movement” interest groups.  Good or Bad?

2. Why has union membership declined over the years?

3. Compare the different ways interest groups are funded.  Which is preferred?

4. NEWSPAPER: Find and explain an article about a specific interest group (not a PAC) and explain if has a positive or negative impact.

#3  Interest Groups: Activities, PACs, Trouble, Regulating 237-246

1. How do interest groups advance their cause? (Explain 6 ways)

2. Is the revolving door good or bad?

3. Explain three limits to interest groups.  Should there be more or less limitations?
4. NEWSPAPER:  Find and explain an article about a SUPER PAC  and explain if it has a positive or negative impact.
A: Do interest groups have a positive or negative impact on American government/policy?


“Interest Groups” David Truman 



“The End of Liberalism: The Indictment” Theodore Lowi



“Interest Groups and the American Political System” Rozell and Wilcox



(Make list 5-7 positive arguments and 5-7 negative arguments)

#4  Congress: Powers, Evolution, : 282-284, 289-294

1. Explain the 5 most important powers given (delegated) to Congress.

2. Explain a Filibuster.  Why is it used?

3. Explain by race, gender and incumbency, who is in congress?

NEWSPAPER:  Find and explain a newspaper article that illustrates Congress using a delegated power or a filibuster.
B: How are the Senate and House similar and different?



“Federalist 53, 56, 57, 62, 63” James Madison 



(Make 3 separate list of the powers of the senate, house and shared)

#5 Congress: Representation, Civility, Organization, 294-304

1. Compare the 3 ways a congress person represents his constituents.  Which do most expect of your congress person?

2. How has ideology changed congress over the years?

3. Explain the structure of the House of Representatives and the US Senate. How are they similar and different?

#6 Congress:  Bill, Debate, Vote, Reform: 310-322

1. Watch http://www.centeroncongress.org/e-learning-module-the-dynamic-legislative-process  (Sections 2, 4 and 3)
2. Describe the process of how a bill becomes a law (use key words)?  Is it good or bad that the process is long? 
3. Explain pork barrel (or earmarks).  Is it moral or immoral?
4. NEWSPAPER:  Find and explain an article about “Pork” legislation and explain the positive and/or negative impact on government.

#7 Congress: Incumbency, Party, Getting Elected, Organization: 189-192

1. How do political parties impact districts and elections? (marginal, malapportionment, gerrymandering and majority-minority districts)

2. Explain the advantages incumbents have in being reelected.  Is this good or bad?

3. Using table 8.1, How has state representation changed from 1988 to 2002?

C: Do congressman serve the interest of their constituents, the nation or themselves? (List of arguments for and against each of these)


               “Congress and the Quest for Power” Lawrence Dodd




“Congress the Electoral Connection” David Mayhew



“Home Style and Washington Career” Richard Fenno

#8  President: Powers, Office, WHO, Cabinet 340-346

1. Explain the 5 most important explicit powers of the presidency.

2. How does the President manage all his responsibilities?

3. Explain the different ways a President may organize his assistants and cabinet. Which is best?


NEWSPAPER: Find and explain an article describing Obama’s cabinet.
#9  President: Character, Persuade, No: 350-359

1. How does personality influence the presidency? Use examples including George W. Bush and Obama.
2. Explain how the president uses the power to persuade.  

3. Why does the president’s popularity constantly fluctuate? Does Obama’s popularity follow the trends? (Table 12.4)

4. Explain the 5 ways a President can “say no”.  Should they get the power of line-item veto?

NEWSPAPER: Find and explain an article showing the President Obama using his power of persuasion.

D:  Does the power to persuade give the President too much power? (Explain the arguments YES and NO)


“Power to Persuade,” Richard Neustadt



“Presidential Paradoxes” Cronin and Genovese



“The Presidential Character” James Barber 

#10 President: Divided, Gridlock, Evolution : 330-340

1. What is divided government?
2. Explain benefits and drawbacks of gridlock.  Is it good or bad?
3. Explain the evolution of the power of the President? 
E:   Is a divided government a good government?


“The Politics of Divided Government,”  G. Cox and S. Kernell **handout**(List the benefits and drawbacks of divide government)

#11  Bureaucracy: Today, Allies 378-387, 390-391

1. Explain the size of bureaucracy in government today compared to before WWII.

2. Explain how bureaucrats are recruited and retained.  Good or bad?

3. Do bureaucrats sabotage their bosses?

#12 Bureaucracy: Agency Allies, Oversight, Vetos, Pathologies 390-398

1. Diagram the Iron Triangle. Good or Bad?

2. Explain 4 checks/limits on the power of the bureaucracy.

3. How might bureaucracy be fixed or reformed? (or not)

F:  Do we have a bureaucracy problem? (List arguments answering YES and NO)



“Constitutional Democracy and Bureaucratic Power” Peter Woll



“Rise of the Bureaucratic State” James Q Wilson

G:  Did the founders promote or prevent the power of Judicial review? (List expectations of the court in fed. 78, and explain the power of judicial review)


“Federalist 78” Alexander Hamilton



“Marbury V. Madison” 1 Cranch 137 (John Marshall)

#13  Judiciary: Development to Structure: 403-409, 411-414

1. Explain the difference between “strict-constructionist” and “activist” approach to judging?

2. Why was the Supreme Court originally described as the “least dangerous” branch?

3. Explain how the court acquired the power of “judicial review” and “national supremacy”? good or bad? 

4. Explain 4 concerns/aspects of nominating judges.  Good or bad?


NEWSPAPER: Find and explain an article that illustrates the process nominating a court nominee.

H:   Should the Supreme Court be active or restrained? (List ideas for being active and restrained)


“Judicial Self Restraint” John Roche



“Constitutional liberty on Abortion”, “Liberty, Privacy and the Right to Abortion”, “Liberty and Abortion”

#14  Judiciary: Getting, Action, Power, Activism: 414-424

1. How do cases reach the supreme court?  What prevents some cases from reaching the court?

2. Explain how the Supreme Court reaches and issues its decisions.

3. Describe the good and bad of “strategic retirements” of justices. (top 423) 

4. Explain how the courts uses and does not use it’s ability to “make” policy. 

I:   Does the supreme court arrive at the best decisions?”?


“How the Supreme Court arrives at Decisions” William Brennan, Jr.  
