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This cycle, we will examine the structure, responsibilities, and actions of the third branch of government—the Judicial branch.  We will also study the Bill of Rights and various decisions that uphold and limit the rights in the first ten amendments to the Constitution.  You will choose your topic to research and write a thematic essay.  
As you all (hopefully) head off to college, you will find that the ability to write a paper with a strong thesis and supporting evidence will take you very far in your undergraduate studies.  You will all write a college-style thematic essay complete with citations (footnotes and/or endnotes) and a heavily scrutinized bibliography.  The quality of your research and writing is of course very important to your success with paper and all essays you will write in the future.  Be sure to follow al the instructions and complete your essay ON TIME.
	COMMON CORE - Reading-Social Studies (RH)
1. Use relevant information and ideas from documents to support analysis
2. Determine the main idea of a document
	Common Core - Writing (W)
1.  Write an argument to support claims
5.  Strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing and rewriting
7.  Conduct a research project  
8.  Gather information from credible sources and properly cite them
9.    Draw evidence from informational text


General Directions

· Write a three page thematic essay (typed, double spaced, one inch margins, Times New Roman, 12 point font) that answers the essay question fully. Your essay must include responses gathered by both independent research and should incorporate subject matter covered in our class as well.

· This is not a partner project. You must complete this essay on your own from start to finish. The hope is that you will have one final practice at writing a complete Social Studies essay before you enter college where many of you will have to write these on a regular basis.

· As this is a college preparatory essay, it will be graded as such. The citations you use will need to be formatted correctly and your bibliography will need to be flawless. You will find that learning these skills will prove invaluable as you move forward in your educational careers.
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· FOLLOW THE PROPER FORMAT: Introduction with a thesis, Supporting paragraph with a topic sentence, and make sure that all the evidence supports the thesis directly.

	Introduction
	Supporting Paragraphs
	Conclusion

	· Attention Grabber

· Background 

· THESIS
	· Topic Sentence

· DETAILS, SPECIFIC

· Relate to THESIS
	· Summarize topics

· Restate THESIS
· Truth today/Application


CHOOSE A THEMATIC ESSAY QUESTIONS:

1. Is the Supreme Court the weakest of the three branches of government? 
· Support your answer with FIVE specific cases, examples and scholarly quotations
· Use FIVE relevant examples and arguments to prove your THESIS
2. Should the United States Supreme Court allow the Police to use GPS tracking devices without a warrant? 
· Support your answer with researched facts of U.S. v. Jones, precedents (previous cases) and the constitution
· Use FIVE relevant examples and arguments to prove your THESIS
3. Do hate groups, specifically the Westboro Baptist Church, have the right to hold organized protests of military funerals? 
· Support your answer with researched facts of Westboro, and precedents (previous cases) 
· Use FIVE relevant arguments from both sides of the issue including law enforcement and the constitution
4. Does the Constitution provide too many protections for U.S. citizens accused of crimes? 
· Support your answer with numerous Supreme Court cases and the 4th, 5th and 6th Amendments.
· Use FIVE relevant examples and arguments to prove your THESIS 

THIS ESSAY WILL BE EVALUATED ACCORDING TO THE RUBRIC.

READ THE OTHER SIDE CLOSELY
Name ___________________________________






Band ________
THEMATIC ESSAY RUBRIC
	
	EXCELLENT 
	GOOD
	NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

	FORMAT

and 

ORGANIZATION

20%

	20-18
Coherent sentences that make clear statements

Organization and development are clear: Introduction, Supporting paragraphs and a conclusion

Supporting paragraphs are all unified by a clear and direct thesis statement


	17-16

Mostly coherent sentences that make many clear statements

Organization and development are mostly present: Introduction, Supporting paragraphs and a conclusion

Supporting paragraphs are mostly unified by a clear and direct thesis statement


	15-0

Vaguely coherent sentences that make few or no clear statements

Organization and development are not present: Introduction, Supporting paragraphs and a conclusion

Supporting paragraphs are mostly unified by a clear and direct thesis statement



	LANGUAGE

and

GRAMMAR

10%

	10-9

Proper and formal English language is evident throughout

Spelling and grammar is appropriate

Meaning of each sentence is clear and connected to the topic sentence and the thesis


	8-7

Proper and formal English language is mostly evident throughout

Spelling and grammar is mostly appropriate

Meaning of each sentence is mostly clear and mostly connected to the topic sentence and the thesis


	6-0

Proper and formal English language not  throughout the essay
Spelling and grammar is not appropriate

Meaning of each sentence is consistently vague and not connected to the topic sentence and/or the thesis



	TEXTUAL

EVIDENCE

(SOURCES)

30%


	30-27

Cites effective and relevant evidence from three texts (sources)

Analysis of ideas and evidence from texts are strong and informative

Texts (sources) are highly reliable and truthful


	26-23

Cites mostly / vaguely effective and relevant evidence from three texts (sources)

Analysis of ideas and evidence from texts are limited and partly informative

Texts (sources) are mostly reliable and truthful


	22-0

Cites vaguely effective or ineffective evidence from fewer than three texts (sources)
Analysis of ideas and evidence from texts are not evident or informative

Texts (sources) are not reliable and/or truthful



	SUPPORT 

CLAIMS

(THESIS)

30%

	30-27

Provides a strong claim (thesis) throughout the essay

Evaluates the claim clearly and explicitly using many highly relevant arguments

Provides strong reasoning, analysis and evaluation of the claim (thesis)
	26-23

Provides a mostly present claim (thesis) throughout the essay

Evaluates the claim in most parts and uses some relevant arguments

Provides some strong reasoning, analysis and evaluation of the claim (thesis)
	22-0

Provides a vaguely present or is missing a claim (thesis) in the essay

Evaluates the claim weakly or fails to provide relevant arguments

Provides very limited or lacks reasoning , analysis and evaluation of the claim (thesis)

	Bibliography 

10%


	You will only receive credit for doing this correctly.  Any incorrect or incomplete bibliographies will NOT receive ANY credit and the project will be returned to you.


Total Grade _____________________

THEMATIC ESSAY PROJECT RUBRIC
	
	100 – 90
	89 – 80
	79 – 65
	64 – 0

	Introduction
	Introduction is beyond a

restatement of the theme. 

Ends with a strong

thesis statement that identifies what the essay will address.
	Introduction is beyond a

restatement of the theme. 

Ends with thesis

statement that identifies what the essay will address.
	Introduction may

be a restatement

of the theme.

Weak thesis statement.
	Introduction does

not address task.

Weak or missing thesis statement.

	Content
	Thoroughly develops ALL aspects of the

task evenly and in

depth.

Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes,

evaluates, and/or creates* information).

Supports the thesis with relevant facts, examples,

and details.
	Develops all aspects of the task, but may do

so unevenly.

Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates information).

Thesis is supported with relevant facts, examples,

and details.
	Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task in some depth.

Is more descriptive than

Analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or

Evaluate information).

Includes some relevant facts, examples, and

details; may include some minor inaccuracies.
	Minimally or fails to develop  all aspects of the

task or develops some aspects of the task in some depth.

Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or

analysis.

Includes few relevant facts, examples, and

details; may include some

inaccuracies.

	Organization
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of

organization. 

All paragraphs begin

with a strong topic sentence addressing the

task. 

All sentences in paragraph support topic

sentence, and transitional

sentences guide reader to 

subsequent paragraph.
	Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of

organization. 

All paragraphs begin

with a topic sentence

addressing the task. 

All sentences in paragraph support topic 

sentence, and transitional

sentences attempt to guide

reader to subsequent

paragraph.
	Demonstrates a satisfactory plan

of organization.

Paragraphs lack strong topic sentences.

Paragraphs generally support topic, and may

lack transitional

sentences.
	Demonstrates a general plan of organization.

May contain digressions and may not clearly

address task.

Paragraphs are poorly structured with missing or

poor topic sentences and no transitional sentences.

	Mechanics
	Almost entirely

free of spelling,

punctuation, and

grammatical

errors.
	May contain a

few spelling,

punctuation, and

grammatical

errors.
	May contain

several spelling,

punctuation, and

grammatical

errors.
	Contains several

spelling,

punctuation, and

grammatical

errors.

	Bibliography
	Citations and bibliography are formatted perfectly.
	May contain a few citation and bibliographic errors.
	May contain several citation and bibliographic errors.
	Contains many citation and bibliographic errors.


Final Grade:

Comments:
NAME:______________________________________ Band:________________

PART ONE: RESEARCH
Essay Topic: ___________________________________________________________________

	COMMON CORE - Reading-Social Studies (RH)
1. Use relevant information and ideas from documents to support analysis
2. Determine the main idea of a document
	Common Core - Writing (W)
1.    Write an argument to support claims
5.    Strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing and rewriting
7.    Conduct a research project  
8.    Gather information from credible sources and properly cite them
9.    Draw evidence from informational text


Now you will begin to your research for you unit exit project for this cycle.  Your goal is to find three articles from recent news sources that will help you build evidence to make arguments to support your thesis.  NOTE ALL BIBLIOGRAPHY INFORMATION:.

FORMAT        Author. "Title of Article." Title of Publication. Date: Page(s) or Section(s),

if numbered.  Date of Access <URL>.

MODEL           Gima, Craig. "Whale's Body Found Near Hanalei Bay." Honolulu Star

Bulletin.com 6 July 2004. 4 Sept. 2004.

<http://starbulletin.com/2004/07/06/news/story1.html>.

	ARTICLE #1 BIBLIOGRAPHY

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.

· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________


ARTICLE #2  BIBLIOGRAPHY

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
	ARTICLE #3  BIBLIOGRAPHY

_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.

· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

          _________________________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


ARTICLE #4  BIBLIOGRAPHY

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FACTS/INFO.
· ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
          ________________________________________________________________________

	ARTICLE #5  BIBLIOGRAPHY

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

FACTS/INFO.

· ________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

          ________________________________________________________________________

· _______________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




PART TWO:  ESSAY OUTLINE
	Introduction
	Supporting Paragraphs
	Conclusion

	· Attention Grabber

· Background 

· THESIS
	· Topic Sentence

· DETAILS, SPECIFIC

· Relate to THESIS
	· Summarize topics

· Restate THESIS
· Truth today/Application


	INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	THESIS STATEMENT
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Support #1

Topic Sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Support #2

Topic Sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Support #3

Topic Sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Support #4
Topic Sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Support #5

Topic Sentence

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Evidence

· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	CONCLUSION
Summarize
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	THESIS STATEMENT
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


