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AP GOVERNMENT
There are two parts to your summer assignment.  

DUE: August 30th EMAIL:rmills4@schools.nyc.gov
	PART ONE “US Constitution Exploration” immediately below.  Use a website or printed constitution to learn about the constitution 
(www.constitutioncenter.org). 
	PART Two: “Current Events Journal” that should be done after exploring the Constitution


PART ONE: 
EXPLORING THE CONSTITUTION
1. Read each article of the Constitution. Summarize the general purpose or subject of each article in the chart below.

	Preamble
	


	Article I
	

	Article II
	

	Article III
	


	Article IV
	

	Article V
	

	Article VI
	

	Article VII
	


2. Compare Article I with Article II. WHY is Article I longer and more detailed? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Identify THREE important powers denied from Congress in the Constitution. 1._________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________
3._________________________________________________________________________
4. Identify two powers the Constitution prohibits from the States. 1._________________________________________________________________________
2._________________________________________________________________________
5. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the House? ______________________________________________________________________________________
6. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for members of the Senate? ______________________________________________________________________________________
7. What eligibility requirements does the Constitution establish for the President? ______________________________________________________________________________________
8.  The powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted to the branches of government or to office holders are called expressed powers.

a. Identify two expressed powers of the president. 1.____________________________________________________________________________
2.____________________________________________________________________________

b. What are the expressed powers of the vice president? 1.____________________________________________________________________________

2. ____________________________________________________________________________
c. Identify SIX expressed powers of Congress. 
1. ___________________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________________

4. ___________________________________________________________________________

5. ___________________________________________________________________________

6. ___________________________________________________________________________

9. According to the principle of checks and balances, each branch of the government must have control over the other branches. Look at the first three articles of the Constitution and identify one of each type of checks and balances. Indicate where each power is listed in the Constitution. 

a. A power that the executive branch has over the legislative branch: 
________________________
b. A power that the executive branch holds over the judicial branch. 
________________________ 
c. A power that the legislative branch holds over the executive branch.        ________________________
d. A power that the legislative branch holds over the judicial branch. 
________________________
e. A power that the judicial branch holds over the executive branch. 
________________________
f. A power that the judicial branch holds over the legislative branch. 
________________________
10. According to Article I of the Constitution, who has the power to declare war?  Why do you think?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
11. What power does the Constitution give the President in the area of war?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PART II:  IMPORTANT CLAUSES

1. Where is the “Commerce Clause” and what does it say? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Where is the “Necessary and Proper Clause” and what does it say? 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Where is the “Supremacy Clause” and what does it say? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How might these clauses above have impacted the power of the federal government? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PART III:  MAJORITY(51%) AND SUPERMAJORITY (2/3 or 3/4)
The Constitution requires a simple majority for some actions and a supermajority for others. A simple majority means more than half, while supermajority requirements can involve a 2/3 majority or a 3/4 majority. Most elections in the United States require a plurality, or the most votes, but not necessarily a majority.  

1. a. What bodies have the power to override a presidential veto? 
____________________________________
      b. What margin is required to override a presidential veto? 

____________________________________
c. Where in the Constitution is the veto power described? 

____________________________________
2. a. What body has the power to ratify treaties? 


____________________________________

      b. What margin is required to ratify treaties? 



____________________________________

      c. Where in the Constitution is the ratification power described?
 ___________________________________ 

3.  To impeach means “to bring charges against” or “to indict”.

a. What body has the power to impeach the president? 

____________________________________

b. What vote is required to impeach? 



____________________________________

c.   What is the standard for impeachment? 



____________________________________

4.   a. What body has the power to convict the president of charges brought against him in the  impeachment process and thereby remove him from the presidency? 



___________________________________
      b. What vote is required to convict and remove a president? 

___________________________________

c. Where in the Constitution is impeachment power described?
 ___________________________________
5. a. What body has the power to accept or reject a president’s nominations to the Supreme Court? ___________________________________________________________________________________________
6.   a. If no candidate for the presidency wins a simple majority of the total number of electoral votes, what body has the power to choose the president? 




___________________________________

b. What margin is required to choose the president? 


___________________________________

7. The Constitution specifies a three-fourths majority for just one process. What process?

____________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be proposed? ____________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What are two ways that amendments to the Constitution can be ratified? _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Part IV. THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

Some parts of the Constitution require a simple majority, others a supermajority, while still others protect citizens from the will of the majority. The first ten amendments to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights protect citizens from the will of the majority. In other words, no majority could vote to take these rights away. Read each amendment to the Constitution and answer the questions below.

1. Outline and explain the purpose of THE BILL OF RIGHTS (1-10) and the other of the 27 Amendments.

BILL OF RIGHTS

	Amendment 1
	

	Amendment 2
	

	Amendment 3
	

	Amendment 4
	

	Amendment 5
	

	Amendment 6
	

	Amendment 7
	

	Amendment 8
	

	Amendment 9
	

	Amendment 10
	

	Amendment 11
	

	Amendment 12
	

	Amendment 13
	

	Amendment 14
	

	Amendment 15
	

	Amendment 16
	

	Amendment 17
	

	Amendment 18
	

	Amendment 19
	

	Amendment 20
	

	Amendment 21
	

	Amendment 22
	

	Amendment 23
	

	Amendment 24
	

	Amendment 25
	

	Amendment 26
	

	Amendment 27
	


2. Categorize the 27 Amendments: “VOTING,” “ELECTIONS,” “LIBERTIES” or “ALCOHOL/OTHER”
List the number and the meaning of the amendment. 
	Voting


	Elections

	Liberties


	Alcohol/Other


PART TWO: Current Events Journal

DUE: August 30th Email: rmills4@schools.nyc.gov
You will be responsible for following and collecting (cutting and pasting) SEVEN current events articles spanning the months of July and August of 2012.
Since the course is “AMERICAN Government and Politics,” your articles should focus directly on American government and politics. The topics should include a range of the following topics in AMERICAN government: 
	Congress, President, Supreme Court 
	Public opinion and polls 

	Government  agencies (bureaucracy)
	Media

	Political parties
	Campaign for the presidency  

	Interest groups 
	


You should also pay attention to all major news stories covered by the mainstream mass media, including widely reported stories on economic, scientific, technological, and cultural developments.

Please read a major newspaper (on paper or on-line) every day, even if it is only for a few minutes.  The best newspapers for coverage of these national issues are 
The New York Times 
(http://www.nytimes.com/)
The Washington Post 
(http://www.washingtonpost.com/)
LA Times 

(http://www.latimes.com/)
SF Chronicle 

(http://www.sfgate.com/)
Wall St. Journal

(http://www.wsj.com/)

Slate magazine 

(http://www.slate.com/) “The Slatest” (http://slatest.slate.com/)
**WEBSITES CAN BE FOUND AT MISTERMILLS.WEEBLY.COM – LINKS**
During the summer you are to create and maintain a current events journal covering this same time period, JULY 1st to August 30th.  Your journal should include 
(1) a copy of or link to at least SEVEN major news stories within the eleven weeks of “summer break” 
(2) a one SUBSTANTIAL paragraph response to each news story (At least seven complete sentences).  
Expressing your opinion is an important part of continuing to figure out how our government and our constitution work or does not work.  For this assignment, your opinion can be written in a somewhat informal style.  BUT, make sure you are making the connection to the part of the government that your article allows you to evaluate.  (Congress, President, Supreme Court, Government  agencies (bureaucracy), Political parties, Interest groups, Public opinion and polls, Media, and the Campaigns…)
Humor is permitted.

As explained at the top of this paper, the current events journal is due on August 30th.
****SUBMIT THE ARTICLES WITH YOUR PARAGRAPHS****
