
Name: ________________________________
AP Government 

Due: First Day of Class 

Band: _____

Part One “US Constitution Exploration”   
below. Use a website or pinted consitiution
to learn about the constitution.
 

Part Two “Current Events Journal” 
Find Five articles that help you answer 
the question, “Is the American 
government functioning properly? 

Part One: Exploring the Constitution

1. Read each article of the Constituiton. Summarize the general purpose of each article in the chart below.

https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution#
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/preamble
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-i
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-ii
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-iii
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-iv
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-v
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-vi
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-vii


2. The Powers of the Constitution that are specifically granted ot the branches are called 
expressed powers 

A. Identify SIX expressed powers of Congress (ARTICLE ONE)
1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________
5. ______________________________________________________________________
6. ______________________________________________________________________

B. Identify FOUR expressed powers of President (ARTICLE TWO) 
1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________

3. Compare Article I with Article II. Why is Article I (Congress) longer and more detailed 
than Article II (President)? (3 Reasons) 

1. ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

4.  According to the principle of checks and balances each branch of the government must 
have the ability to use one of their powers to control or limit another branches. Look at the 
first 3 articles of the Constitution and idenitfy one of each type of checks and balances. Indi-
cate where each power is listed in the Constitution.
A. Executive Branch check over the Legislative Branch 
______________________________________________________________________________________
B. Executive Branch check over the Judicial Branch 
______________________________________________________________________________________
C. Legislative Branch check over the Executive Branch 
______________________________________________________________________________________
D. Legislative Branch check over the Judicial Branch 
______________________________________________________________________________________
E. Judicial Branch check over the Executive and Legislative Branch 
______________________________________________________________________________________



Part II: Important Clauses 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

1. Why is the “Commerce Clause” important to Congress? 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

2. Why is the “Necessary and Proper Clause” important for Congress? 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

3. Why is the “Supremacy Clause” important to the Constitution? 

1. ________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

4. How do these Clauses impact the power of the Federal Government? (Claim+5 Sentences) 

B. Categorize the 27 Amendments: “Voting,” Elections,” “Liberties” or “Alchohol/Other” 
List the MEANING of the Amendment not the number!! 

Voting Elections

Liberties Alcohol/Other



PART TWO: Current Events Journal 
 

IS THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT FUNCTIONING PROPERLY? 
 

DUE: August 30th Email: murrowmills@gmail.com 
 
 

TASK: You must write 5 response to 5 articles that document your reaction to event involving our FEDERAL 
government. 
 
“Is the American government functioning properly?” 

- Take a clear position for each editorial that answers the question. 
- You must use evidence from the article. 
- Make sure that your writing is more analytical than descriptive. 

 
GUIDELINES:  

- These events must occur between July 1st and August 30th 2019. 
- Each RESPONSE must be at least 2 substantial paragraphs. 
- You must provide a properly formatted bibliographical citation for each source of information you use.  If you use 

more than one news source to investigate an event, please provide a bibliographical citation for each source.   
 

 

Since the course is “AMERICAN Government and Politics,” your editorial articles must focus directly on substantive topics 
of NATIONAL government and politics in the UNITED STATES.   
 

Congress, President, Supreme Court  Interest groups 
Government  agencies (Bureaucracy) Public opinion and polls 
Political parties Campaigning / Elections 

 
 

Please read a major newspaper (on paper or on-line) frequently, even if it is only for a few minutes.  Some of the best 
newspapers for coverage of national issues. 

The New York Times  (http://www.nytimes.com/) 
The Washington Post  (http://www.washingtonpost.com/) 
LA Times   (http://www.latimes.com/) 
SF Chronicle   (http://www.sfgate.com/) 
Wall St. Journal  (http://www.wsj.com/) 
Real Clear Politics           (http://www.realclearpolitics.com) 
Slate magazine   (http://www.slate.com/) “The Slatest” (http://slatest.slate.com/) 
 

**WEBSITE LINKS CAN BE FOUND AT MISTERMILLS.WEEBLY.COM ** 
 

 

THIS SHOULD BE COMPLETED USING MICROSOFT WORD 
 

****Guidelines for bibliography**** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Basic Format: Author. "Title of Article" Title of the Site. Editor.Date and/or Version Number.  Name of Sponsoring  
Institution.  Date of Access <URL>. 
 

Example: Sherman, Chris. "Everything You Ever Wanted to Know About URL." SearchEngineWatch. Ed. 
Danny Sullivan. 24 Aug. 2004. Accessed 4 Sept. 2004  <http://searchenginewatch.com/ 
searchday/article.php/3398511>. 

 

  Kepner, Tyler. “A Troubling Sign as the Yankees’ Ace is Sidelined Again.” New York Times. 28 April 
 2015. Accessed 28 April 2015< http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/29/sports/baseball/a 
-troubling-sign-as-the-yankees-ace-is-sidelined-again.html?ribbon-ad-
idx=6&rref=collection/column/on-baseball&module=Ribbon&version= 
origin&region=Header&action=click&contentCollection=On%20Baseball&pgtype=article> 
 

 

mailto:murrowmills@gmail.com
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.sfgate.com/
http://www.wsj.com/
http://www.realclearpolitics.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://slatest.slate.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/29/sports/baseball/a


SAMPLE FROM THE PAST 
 

(NOTICE THE USE OF ANALYSIS!!! STAY FOCUSED ON PROVING  
 
Blake, Aaron. "Why the New Iran Revelation Looks so Bad for the Obama Administration."  

Washington Post. The Washington Post, 19 Aug. 2016. Web. 30 Aug. 2016.  
 

The American government is functioning properly because when in dire 
situations public officials still follow procedure. When corruption can be an easy route 
to take the government prevails. In recent months it announced that Iran released five American 
prisoners it had been holding. Coincidentally, within the same day the American government 
sent $400 million in cash to Iran. Although one might conclude that the government was 
attempting to pay a ransom for American hostages the Obama administration has distinguished 
the two events despite the general assumptions. This is shown in the statements made by 
various public officials. A prime example is shown in the testament of the State Department 
spokesman John Kirby. He confirmed that the money given to Iran was withheld until the 
prisoners had left. He made it a point to express that the two transactions were completely 
separate.  To be specific there were two differ me teams managing the settlement and return of 
the Americans. Kirby said, "As we've made clear, the negotiations over the settlement of an 
outstanding claim at The Hague Tribunal were completely separate from the discussions about 
returning our American citizens home,” Kirby also said, “Not only were the two negotiations 
separate, they were conducted by different teams on each side, including, in the case of The 
Hague claims, by technical experts involved in these negotiations for many years.” 
 

There was even a White House press secretary named Joshua Earnest who stated that 
there was no ransom paid to Iran. He said, "We would not, we have not, we will not, pay a 
ransom to secure the release of U.S. citizens," Earnest said. "That's a fact. That is our policy, 
and it is one that we have assiduously followed." While it's easy to assume that the government 
is corrupt the reality of this debacle seem to suggest otherwise. In order for the government to 
function properly it has to be honest with the citizens of America and that exactly what it was. 
Each of these officials made a statement that was passionate and informative. Based on the facts 
of these two events it is clear that they had nothing to do with each other. Thus showing that the 
government did not pay a ransom for the American hostages.  
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